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English

Zindzi and Tim Tam are

best friends.
But one day, Tim Tam doesn’t come to school.

What will Zindzi do? 

Best Friends



This book belongs to

Best Friends





   Gerhard van Wyk   •   Julia Smuts Louw   •   Penny Waterkeyn

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and 
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Best Friends
Illustrated by Gerhard van Wyk
Written by Julia Smuts Louw
Designed by Penny Waterkeyn
Edited by Katie Huston
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Cape Town on 20 September 2025.

ISBN: 978-0-948602-66-5

Typeset in Quicksand

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt 
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.  
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use. No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

Best Friends



Zindzi and Tim Tam were

best friends.
They did everything together.



‘Do you want to play dress-up?’
asked Oswin. 

‘No thank you,’ said Zindzi.
‘I’ll play dress-up with Tim Tam.’



‘Do you want to do  
a puzzle with me?’

asked Kaya.

‘No thank you,’ said Zindzi.
‘I like doing puzzles with Tim Tam.’



‘Do you want to join our scooter race?’ 
asked The Twins.

‘No thank you,’ said Zindzi.
‘I’ll race with Tim Tam.’



One day, Tim Tam didn’t come to school.

‘Tim Tam is sick,’ said Teacher.
‘Why don’t you play with

your other friends, Zindzi?’



Oswin was making a
Get Well Soon card for Tim Tam.

‘But… Tim Tam is my best friend,’ 
said Zindzi.



said Zindzi. 

‘You can help me,’ said Oswin.

‘Dip dip,
             dab dab,’

‘Dip dip,
             dab dab.’



The day after that,
the three of them rode scooters 

with The Twins.

When the card was done,  
Oswin and Zindzi
played dress-up.

The next day, they played 
hopscotch with Kaya.



‘Let’s go read a book with Oswin!’ 
said Zindzi. 

On Monday, Tim Tam came 
back to school.



‘Is Oswin your best friend now?’
asked Tim Tam.

‘He’s my new friend,’ said Zindzi.
‘He’s your friend too!

Look, we made you a card.’



‘Should we all play together?’



‘Okay,’ said Tim Tam.

 ‘Let’s all be best friends!’
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