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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Can we eat a rainbow?

lllustrated by Kelly Brown

Written by Marion Drew

Designed by Katlego Modubu

Edited by Ester Levinrad

with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johannesburg on 19 September 2026.

ISBN: 978-1-997453-71-0
Typeset in Fredoka

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:
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This is Pabi.
This is her dog Boo.
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Let’s go!
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Boo smells something green.

Sniff, sniff, sniff.

Boo finds smelly green socks.
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Can we eat smelly green socks?

No!

Boo’s nose smells some green ...
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Spinach!

Can we eat spinach?
Yes!
And green beans!
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Crunchy beans and
salty spinach.

Can you think of something
green that is good to eat?
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Boo smells something red.

Sniff, sniff, sniff.

Oh! Boo smells red soap.
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Can we eat this red soapy soap?

No!

Boo’s nose smells some red ...
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Tomatoes!
Can we eat tomatoes?

Yes!
And beetroot!
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Tasty tomatoes and
beautiful beetroot!

Can you think of something
red that is good to eat?
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Boo smells something orange.

Sniff, sniff, sniff.

Boo smells an orange bottle.
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Can we eat a bottle?

No!

Boo’s nose smells an orange ...
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Pumpkin!

Can we eat pumpkin?
Yes!

And oranges!
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Sweet, juicy oranges and
spicy pumpkin.

Can you think of something
orange that is good to eat?
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Boo smells something yellow.

Sniff, sniff, sniff.

Boo smells her yellow ball.
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Can we eat Boo’s yellow ball?

No!

Boo’s nose smells some yellow ...
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Mielies!
Can we eat mielies?

Yes!
And bananas!
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Crunchy, crispy mielies and
beautiful, big bananas.

Can you think of something
yellow that is good to eat?
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Boo and Pabi found green beans.
And red tomatoes.

And orange pumpkin.
And yellow mielies.
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How beautiful!
‘Can we make a

rainbow, Boo?
asks Pabi.

an-we-eat-a-rainbow_interior.indd 25 @ 2026/10/06 13:10‘ R



— [N T T | ®

Yes!
Look!
‘We are cooking a big, juicy,
sweet, crispy, beautiful
rainbow, says Pabi.

‘Can we eat our
rainbow, Boo?
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‘Yes, we can!
Our rainbow tastes good!

It makes us big and strong!’
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You can eat a
rainbow too!
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