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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and 
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, 
and design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Grandpa Farouk’s Garden
Illustrated by Sam van Riet
Written by Matthew Kalil
Designed by Nina Lewis
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Cape Town on 14 April 2018.

ISBN: 978-1-928442-38-7

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt 
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.  
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use. No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
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Grandpa Farouk’s
GARDEN
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 1

Deep in the city, surrounded by 
houses and bricks and tar, you’ll fi nd 

Grandpa Farouk’s garden.
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Story spread 2

Amir visits Grandpa once a week. 
He loves the leaves and flowers and trees.
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Story spread 2
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Story spread 3

Amir helps to water the plants. 
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Story spread 3

He helps with the compost, and works with his 
Grandpa all day.
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Story spread 4

When they finish, 
they feast on a harvest 

of fruit.
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Story spread 4

One day, Grandpa didn’t eat his pear. 
“What’s wrong?” asked Amir.
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Story spread 5

“My garden is dying,” replied Grandpa. 

“Why?” asked Amir. 

“Look closely,” said Grandpa. “Some 
pests are eating the plants.”
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Story spread 5
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Story spread 6

“We need ladybirds!” said Grandpa. “They are 
the bugs that eat the pests that kill the plants. 

Without ladybirds, the garden will die.”

grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   16grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   16 2024/07/25   12:182024/07/25   12:18



Story spread 6

“I’ll bring you a bug or two,” said Amir.
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Story spread 7

For a whole week, Amir looked and searched 
and collected.  

grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   18grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   18 2024/07/25   12:182024/07/25   12:18



Story spread 7

He found one ladybird on the sports field. 
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Story spread 8

Two more at the shop. 
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Story spread 8

Three at the park. 
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Story spread 9

And four behind the TV. 
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Story spread 9

Next week, Amir went to visit Grandpa Farouk, 
and showed him his jar of ten bugs. 

“You’ve done well, oh my boy, you’ve done 
well,” Grandpa said, with a tear in his eye.

grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   23grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   23 2024/07/25   12:182024/07/25   12:18



Story spread 10

Grandpa was very happy. 

The ladybirds were very hungry!
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Story spread 10
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Story spread 11

The ladybirds ate the pests, and the 
garden blossomed.
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Story spread 11
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Story spread 12

grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   28grandpa-farouk_interior.indd   28 2024/07/25   12:192024/07/25   12:19



Story spread 12

From that day on, Grandpa Farouk’s 
garden did what gardens should do. 

It grew and grew and grew.
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Endpapers or decoration should fill this entire double-page 
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