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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Khaya Wants to Row

lllustrated by Maria Lebedeva

Written by Zandile Mnisi

Designed by Wilna Combrinck

Edited by Tania Kliphuis

with the help of the Book Dash participants in Cape Town on 20 September 2025.

ISBN: 978-0-948602-68-9
Typeset in Lato

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made.

You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses
you or your use. No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

‘ khaya-wants-to-row_interior.indd 4 @

2025/10/21 13:37‘



— [N T[]

Khaya Wants to

Row

Maria Lebedeva

Zandile Mnisi
Wilna Combrinck




 °3




Khaya lives in Joza township
with Gogo Lucy and

Mkhulu Majozi. His mother
works far away in Cape Town.
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Every morning, Khaya eats porridge with
Gogo on the stoep. The kettle whistles
on the paraffin stove. The sun peeks
over Joza.

“Gogo, tell me a story!”

Khaya says.
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Gogo smiles. She tells him stories
of rivers and dreams.







One Saturday, Mkhulu switches on the TV.
Rowers are gliding across the water.
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“Mkhulu!

What are they doing?” Khaya asks.

“They are rowing with oars,
my boy,” says Mkhulu.
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Khaya claps his hands.

“Oh wow!

| want to row too!”

He sings,

“I want to row a boat,
| want to row a boat!”
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Gogo laughs and joins in.
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From that day, Khaya plays in
puddles, draws boats in the sand,
and builds toy boats from scraps.
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One morning, Mkhulu
wakes Khaya early.

“Come, Mzukulu,

| have a surprise.”

Khaya gets ready.
Today feels special.
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Rowers are ready with their oars. “Wow, Mkhulu!
This is where people row

'”

Khaya shouts.




He watches boats racing fast across the water.
He waves at rowers and takes a photo with one.
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At the end of the day, Khaya hugs Mkhulu.

“Thank you, Mkhulu.
You are the best!”

“One day, Khaya,” Mkhulu says,
“you will row a boat like a champion.”
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