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Endpapers or decoration should fi ll this entire double-page 
spread.
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Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and 
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Mom’s hands
Created in South African Sign Language by the Handlab team
Produced by Claire Sternberg
Illustrated by Lenka Knoetze
Written by Ayesha Ramjugernath
Designed by Ãisha Khan
Translated by Simone Conradie
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Cape Town on 20th September 2025.

ISBN: 978-0-948602-60-3

Typeset in Quicksand

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt 
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.  
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use. No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
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Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Ayesha Ramjugernath   •   Lenka Knoetze   •  Ãisha Khan

Mom’s hands
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Story spread 1

Mom holds me close.
Her hands move.

I smile.
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Story spread 1
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Story spread 2
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Story spread 2

Her hands dance
 in the air.

I wave back.

“Good morning,” 
Mom signs.
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Story spread 3
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Story spread 3

Mom shows me “love”.

She points to her heart.
Then to me.
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Story spread 4

At breakfast, we sign “eat”.

I tap my mouth with my hand.
Mom claps, “Yes!”

moms-hands_interior.indd   12moms-hands_interior.indd   12 2025/10/16   14:092025/10/16   14:09



Story spread 4

moms-hands_interior.indd   13moms-hands_interior.indd   13 2025/10/16   14:092025/10/16   14:09



Story spread 5

When we play,
Mom signs “ball”.
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Story spread 5

I roll it to her.
She laughs.
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Story spread 6
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Story spread 6

Mom signs “bird”.

We watch the birds fly.
I flap my arms too.
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Story spread 7

At story time, Mom signs each word.
Her hands paint pictures in the air.

I listen with my eyes.
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Story spread 7
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Story spread 8

When I feel sad.
Mom signs “hug”.

She wraps me in her arms.
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Story spread 8
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Story spread 9

Mom meets her 
Deaf friends.
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Story spread 9

I watch their
moving hands.
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Story spread 10

I learn to sign “friend”.
I hold my hands together.
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Story spread 10

I learn to sign “friend”.
I hold my hands together.

Mom smiles 
proudly.

moms-hands_interior.indd   25moms-hands_interior.indd   25 2025/10/16   14:102025/10/16   14:10



Story spread 11

Before bed, Mom signs “I love you”.

Her hands make a special shape.
I copy her.
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Story spread 11

Before bed, Mom signs “I love you”.

Her hands make a special shape.
I copy her.
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Story spread 12
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Story spread 12

Mom talks with her hands.
I love Mom’s hands.

Mom and me. Forever.
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Endpapers or decoration should fi ll this entire double-page 
spread.
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Add a small image in the centre of the page, or leave blank.
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