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Every child should own a hundred books by the age of five. To that end, Book Dash gathers 
creative volunteers to create new African storybooks that anyone can freely print, translate and 
distribute. Then we work with partners to give those books to preschool children to own.

To find out more, and to download beautiful, open-licensed, print-ready books, visit bookdash.org.

Title page. Include title, subtitle (if any), your team’s names, and 
design to your heart’s content.

Imprint page. Please add your team’s names, and the city and 
date. We’ll add the ISBN later.

Kaylyn Taljaard  ·  Vuyo Madanda  ·  Lisa Borman

Oyisa and the Giant Tree
Illustrated by Kaylyn Taljaard
Written by Vuyo Madanda
Designed by Lisa Borman
Edited by Kelly Norwood-Young
with the help of the Book Dash participants in Johannesburg on 17 August 2024.

ISBN: 978-1-77632-584-9

Typeset in Quicksand and Mochiy Pop One

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 Licence  
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

You are free to share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and adapt 
(remix, transform, and build upon the material) this work for any purpose, even commercially.  
The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the following license terms:

You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses 
you or your use. No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological 
measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
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Story spread 1

Oyisa loves to eat all kinds 
of fruit. She eats pears, grapes, 

oranges, and watermelon. 
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Story spread 2

She can eat a whole  
lot of fruit in no time at all.
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Story spread 3

But she doesn’t like the seeds. 

They get stuck in her teeth  
and taste bitter. Yuck!  
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Story spread 4

Today, she’s eating a delicious, 
juicy pear. She spits the seeds 

out on the ground. 
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Story spread 5

A plant begins to grow 
between her feet. 

That’s strange, thinks Oyisa. 
What’s going on here? 
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Story spread 6

Suddenly, a tree shoots up high –
with Oyisa perched on top! 
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Story spread 6

Oyisa needs to 
fi nd a way 

down.
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Story spread 7

The branches 
look like a 

swing. 
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Story spread 7

“Ji
ngi jingi umnand’ujingi wam!”

she sings.
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Story spread 8

She swiiiiinggs to the next branch
and meets a bird. 
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Story spread 9

The bird wants to build 
a cosy nest in her hair.
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Story spread 9

“No way, Mr Bird!”
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Story spread 10

On her way down, 
she spies a giant pear 

and climbs onto it. 

It sways in different  
directions, and this is the  
best feeling in the world!
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Story spread 11

shouts Oyisa  
from the tree. 

“Oyisaaaa! It’s time for  

your bath,” Mama calls.

“I’m coming!”
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Story spread 12

What an adventure! 

Oyisa decides to start  
collecting seeds. Who knows  
what magic lies inside them? 
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