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WHO TOOK MY SHOE?
UBANI OTHATHE ISICATHULO SAMI?

Jabulani has lost his school shoe.
He can’t find it anywhere. 
Where can it be?

UJabulani akakwazi ukuthola isicathulo sakho.
Ukuphi isicathulo sakho? Ubani osithathe?

SPREAD 1. 
“Come, Jabulani,” Ma says, “Why aren’t you ready? You’ll be late for school.”
“Haai Jabulani,” uthi uMama, “indaba  ungagqokile namanje? Sizofikile emuva isikhathi eskoleni.”

“I can’t find my shoe,” says Jabulani.
“Angikwazi ukuphi isicathulo sami,” uthi uJabulani.
SPREAD 2. 
“Did you look under your bed?” asks Ma.
“Ubheke phansi umbhede na?” ubuza uMama
“It’s not under my bed,” Jabulani says.
“Yebo. Asiphansi umbhede wami.”

“Did you look in the wardrobe?” Ma says.
“Ubheke ekhabetheni lezingubo?” ubuza uMama.

“Yes, I looked. It’s not in the wardrobe.”
“Yebo. Asekhabetheni,” uphendula uJabulani.

SPREAD 3.  
“I know where your shoe is,” giggles Jabulani’s sister Lungi.
“Mina ngiyazi ukuphi is’cathulo sakho,” uhlekha uLungi, usisi kaJabulani.
“Where?” Jabulani asks.
“Ukuphi?” ubuza uJabulani.
“I’m not telling you!” says Lungi.
“Angizokutshela!” uthi uLungi.
“Somebody’s taken it,” Jabulani says.
“Ubanibani osithatha,” uthi uJabulani.

SPREAD 4.  
“Why would someone take one shoe when they’ve got 2 feet?” asks Lungi.  
“Kodwa ngani ubanibani ozothatha is’cathulo siyodwa uma onezinyawo zibili?” ubuza uLungi.
“I don’t know,” Jabulani says. “Maybe they’ve hidden it to make me cross.” 
“Angazi,” uthi uJabulani. “Mhlawumbe  basifihle ngoba bafuna ukungithukuthela.”

SPREAD 5.  
“Did you take my shoe?” he asks Lungi.
“Wena, usithatha is’cathulo sami?” uJabulani ubuza uLungi. 
“No,” says Lungi, “your shoes are too big for me.”
“Cha!” uphendula uLungi. “Izicathulo sakho zenkulu nezenyawo zami.”

SPREAD 6. 
“Did you take my shoe?” Jabulani asks Fruit Juice the dog. 
She smiles her big, dog smile at him and wags her tail.
“Wena, usithatha is’cathulo sami?” uJabulani ubuza lenja uFruitJuice.
Kodwa yithi lutho, kuphela yihleka nakho futhi yitshikizisa umsila.
 
SPREAD 7.  
“Maybe a bird picked it up and flew away with your shoe,” laughs Lungi. 
“Mhlawumbe inyoni yisithatha nandiza,” uhleka uLungi.


SPREAD 8. 
Maybe a monkey took it and left it up in a tree,” says Jabulani.
“Mhlawumbe inkau yiyisa emithini,” uthi uJabulani

SPREAD 9.  
“Don’t worry, we’ll find your shoe,” says Ma.
“Everyone look for Jabulani’s shoe.”
“Musa ukukhathazeka,” uthi uMama, “sizosithola isicathulo sakho. Awusonke ukucinga isicathulo kaJabulani.”

{Kitchen scene, everybody looking]
 But the shoe is nowhere to be found.
Kodwa isicathulo asitholakali.


SPREAD 10. 
“It’s all right,” says Ma, “you can wear your takkies to school today.”
“Kulungileko,” uthi uMama, “uyakwazi ukugqoka imbhadada lakho namhlanje.” 

SPREAD 11.
Lungi comes rushing into the kitchen with a big smile on her face.
“I know where your shoe is,” she shouts. “Come and see.”
ULungi ugijima ekhishini nokumamatheka enkulu ebusweni bakhe.
 “Ngiyazi lapho is’cathulo sakho,” umemeza. “Woza buka.”

SPREAD 12. 
{No text. Scene is outside the kitchen door. 
Fruit Juice’s puppies are curled up in the big dogbasket/bed, fast asleep, with their heads resting on
Xolani’s school shoe. 
Ma, Xolani, Samuel and Lungi are grouped around them, pointing, grinning and laughing with various comical postures and expressions. Fruit Juice there too, mouth open in a proud dog grin and tail wagging.}
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